Dear .
Lisa,

Riaht before
You got

braces

You are ten
Years old, and
the Year [
1997,

\_

(" It's been almost 20 years since | was L
where You are, and Ive been Jo’ng 3 lot -

of thirking about what You would think @ // e =

" of vour e now. |
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Would you Would you
bC be
SurPr'Bed? 'umpressed?

Would You
think | am
lame?

Would You
question My
life choices?

3

Would You
be mad

want to
3'Nc me 3

lt's hard to say. Because while [m
You and You are me, were rea“\,

not the same person anymore.




A\tho%h | do still remember prett
well what it was ke to be ten..

Mcfﬂmzna the
5PCC Gi r\s

w “Wannabe" and
b 4  "Spice Up Your
g

cow!!

Watching Twister
even th()ugh it
gave me
nightmares

Being hoth
fascinated and
fresked out by
the JonBeret

R;m:cy case

D;n:m to my
cassette tape of
the "Macarena”
alore n my room
F to get all the

c s‘tfP‘s down

And Playing
Donkcy Kong
COuﬂtr\i on
my SU\Pcr
Nintendo,
hoPping on
crocodiles until
My thumbs
were cramPed.




lts difficult, but i
| try hard, | can
also remember how
it felt being ten...

You and Mom in very 40s
windbreakers in Colorado

confident
that | and terr'tb|\l
2 afraid that |
knew all ! | actua|'|\f
there was . N B knew
to know g ‘( B nothing.

beainning of sadness.” ‘
Yo Iit's reaNy hard to
3row uP.

The poet B’My Collins wrote in “On Turning Ten" (one of
< My favorite POCMS) that ten “is the

o
g

| don't envy You.




Im writing to tel you)
few th}ngs dbout Your
iife in 2016, There's a lot
90ing on, but | decioed to
NarroW it down to 10
facts since YOu‘rc 10
Years old. The rest will
have to remain a
mystery. | also tried to
pick things you would

Qctuall\f care about. j

Enjoy this glimpse of
: Your future.

|mPrcss'Ne Beanie Bab\{
collection here
This is the tace |
;magrc \fOurc mamg
at this news

"Silk" teddy bear
pzﬁarvas-l\fou
have quite 3 PJ
collection, huh?




ﬁw will not have a huge
perm when You are in your
20s. | know this is what
you envisioned for yourself,
but N 2006, perms were
no longer in fashion. |
couldn't do that to us. You
will also not have blue
colored contacts, and you
will not have braces
voluntarily because you
think they look cute on
you (which they do). None
of these things were very e i i

\ 900d ioeas. J looked fike? Really?

ﬁow sister is really cool. You still tak and hang out.\

| LOVE this shirt. q but probably not as much as you should, because youre
| wish | knew @ | both busy. | know that you fiaht sometimes, and you

where it Was. Hang b can annoy each other, but when youre older, you

on to it for me, remeber the fun stuff more, fke playing sily games on

car rices and having secret club meetinas under the
bridge. Have fun and be friends. No more tossing each
other's stuffed arimals off the bed n fits of rsgej

* ™ Amber's matchi
AN ol
scrunchie fame
is on PONT




( You have S0 many

computers in your house.

You wouldn't believe it. It's }Hﬁt}s ;fo“r
. s oto
awesome. THE TV 5 gl

with braces.

CONNECTED TO THE okt For
INTERNET. You have 3 little more years
thin screen called an "Pad” to go.

that has games and the

internet on it. You can
watch pretty much ANY TV
show or movie you want (you
cont even have cable TN
aﬂ\{mre‘.‘;. It's great. M-

Sitting at the computer, of
course. Are You chatting on
AM? Pla\{ng Rollercoaster
Tyeoon? Pia\{:rg The Sims?

mnow you expected this, but we do not have ﬂ\mq Car‘sh
2016, although some people are starting to invent cars that
® orive themselves. | know this disappoints you oreatly. You
drive 3 black Honda Civic riaht now. Your next car could be
an electric car, which you will just plug in to charae at your

\ house, s0 that's pretty cool. Hts no ﬂ\‘mg ear, though.)

What

You
actua!l\{

drive




You live in 3 cute house that YOU own. It has a3 por
over the Kitchen sirk where you can put knick knacks you find at the antique store.

ch and a yard and a little shelf’

J

Owning 3 house s pretty cool
but sometimes its stressful..

Lke when 3 chunk of raw cabbage gets stuck N
your garbage n“;sposal ard you cant use your sink.
for three d;\rs urttil you fmlly desolve it with

baking soda and vinegar. Yeah Imagine THAT smell. /

Or tke when a
water P’:pc oaets
blocked and
SEWYE starts
spcw'l‘_q out of
your bathtub ad
onto the
hathroom floor.

]

A

Midght. | hope he's
Proud of the total cat
lady you've become.

—

B
/gm. is totally right that Vou\
will take home almost any
animal you find when you oet
older because you cant stane
to leave a stray all alone. You
have THREE cats. Their names
are 9am, Lola, and Binx (yes.
from Hocus Pocus\). They are
sweet and spoiled. You
adopted Sam and Lola in
colleae, and you found Binx by
a dumpster at a pizza place
last £all. You WILL have dogs
once You have 3 bigger yard.




Most cays, you are

confident and happy with i Before the
the way you look. | wish | ' , d o Cotillion
could come back 20 years Holly &al
by kTN 3 dance. You
and hug you and tell you E ‘ bk
how strong and beautiful e — pretty]

you are s0 that you

3¢ouldn't spend your

teenaoe \ears feeling
*Frump\l and awkward. You
poor thing. it gets better. |

really admire you because S RCCri Hhoise
You work out WAY more braces, 3ir|1fr'“d\on.

(cham | do. chp it up!

1

Yourre REALLY GOOD at\

You need to Ji] cooking. You should be proud
spend as | of \{Oursclmf. You can follow a

Much time recipe to make something

as possble H elicious, and you can also do
N this e :

Eihen Your own thing and invent
learring new dishes that actua\iy
from this ; taste gooe. You make food
woman, She | that makes Pcoplc rca\\y, rca\\\{
can COOK. happy. Memaw's chicken and

dumPlhgs recipe is your
husbands favorite thing to
eat. He even requests it on
his b‘rthda\f.

Memaw 3ctt'n5 sassy n
the Kitchen




(H« HUSBAND! Surprise!

KNOW you were Waiting vr«_"r
this one, you boy-crazy
romantic, you. Youre '
marriea. He's really
attractive, and smart, and
furny, and he treats you
with Kindness and |
compassion. Hes exactly
what you deserve and you
should not settle for
anything less (althouah |
know sometimes you Wil
about, but at least you
end up in 3 good place

DrUMms, p.,n"» &
RerrrRRRRRooo0oWWW,

Kyle Smith,

\,t'::w current
crush, s NOT
\‘C’\.ﬂ" hashala.

just needed a

_P'C‘t«? that
represents your
boy-craziness. |
know youre

| FREAKING OuT
in this pictwre.

which pains me to think Also, your hu-ah:;r*e i5 3 MUSICIAN. He plays quitar

(D saxophone. He also sings. It's hot

| have to

aamit,

look. good

N 3 space
helmet,
t'icugh.

Remind me 3aain why watching

the movie Apollo 13 md:lc you
WANT to be an astronaut?

@‘ know V:C:u'r"" WOon h’krm

\fur";}

about your \0
TEACH
to become an astronaut
after all (that was goina to
be a LOT of math, which

we both know is not our

ER! You ef:f.'n‘r;*cl not

strong suit, dear). You
tauaht Engfish for five
years, and Now you teach
photography. journalism,
yearbook and newspaper.
lts a lot o f work
really love

but you
it. Gettina

ol
summers off is pretty

\ amaz?rjg t00. J




Wel, there you ot
Ten facts about
Your fife in 201c.
Im sure you have a
ton of questions
now, but \fou'll Just
have to wait and
see how cvcryth'rg

& turns out. )

| would say that overall, life n
2016 s pretty 900d,

[0 course. some people on TV and
the internet lke to say that things
are getting worse, and that the
& SHLESE g world is scarier than ever, y

e o
VI
g

s

3
THEREFORE | Am”)pCE MY
NSARED/

(but | think most of those Pcoplc\
_')ust say that because the
world looks different than

k: theyre used to. ]




Rcally, in alot of ways, things are
better than thcy'vc ever been...

As of 2014, 227 of the world
B Powcrcd by renewable energy

¢ )
P

Average IQ scores are higher
¢ to rise

Yo of the worlds population
as an internet connection

Worldwide gender inequility has
gone down by 207 since 1995

—~

% )

Teen pregnancy is at an
ALL TME low —




Don't get me wrong--bad
things do happen.

But your little corner of
the world is pretty great.

and slowly but surely, things really do seem to be
looking up for the rest of the world too, even i it
docsnt feel that way sometimes.




(Nouve oot a lot of 3rowi@

up to do, and growing pains
hurt, both Physically
i and emotiona\ly. 3

ﬂ;&s | look at you in this
photo, with your tousled

bangs and baby cheeks,

near the end of your
childhood, | want to come
back and tell You not to

tr\’ 1o grow up too
fast—-that it wil happen
whether you will it to or
not, and you should enjoy
being a kid. And | want to |
tell You that everything
15 going to
be oka\f.

it's going to 9o b\f faster than
You can Poss'\b|\f imagine.

o/
/

(A’




A(nd while | can't come bac\k

all that way and tell you

that c\rcr\fthing is going to
be fine, that's oka\,,
because here we are.

\ And it is.

\

il i e

think youd be

Proud how We

turned out.




